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Document 1: JP2004-3891A (CHUGOKU ELECTRIC PCWER Co. Ink., SHINKAWA SENSOR TECHNOLOGY 
Ink., NTN Corp) January 8, 2004 & WO 2003/0106960A 

Document 2: "Equipment diagnosis by the practice vibrating method", written by 
Noriaki INOUE, published by Japan Plant maintenance Association in 1998, P64, P182- 
184 

Document 1 discloses assessing the remaining service life of a rolling bearing 
based on the relationship between the state of wear particle penetration in the 
bearing and the vibration/bearing service life, as well as the relationship between 
. lubricant degradation and the vibration/bearing service life. 

Document 2 describes that specifications data of a bearing are used when the 
bearing is assessed, and that an expression obtained by multiplying a calculated 
service life by a condition-correlated coefficient is used as an equation for 
estimating the remaining service life. 

However, the means that is the subject of the advisory opinion of the JPO and 
that is described in claims 1 and 10, which are independent claims, is not described 
in Document 1 and 2, nor is it evident to those skilled in the art. 

Therefore, the inventions that are set forth in claim 1, claim 10 and the 
dependent claims 1, 4-10, 12-16, 18-24, 26-32, 34-38 are not disclosed in any of the 
international search report, and are not obvious to a person skilled in the art. 

The invention described in claims 14 to 16, 34, and 37 has as a constituent 
feature the human mental judgmental behavior of making identifications and decisions 
by viewing a display, and cannot be an object of description in the claims. 



